As noted above,   this Commission is independent of   the Department of Labor
and MSHA.     When he issued his Order to Show Cause,   the Chief Judge of  the
Commission was not aware of the payment by the operator to MSHA of  the full
amount of  the penalties.    Because the operator did not respond to the Order
to  Show Cause,  the Chief Judge was unaware also of that payment when he issued
his  Order of Default.    Under these circumstances we find the Order of Default
entered by the judge and his assessment of a total penalty of  $134.00 to be
appropriate.     We note, however,  that the operator already has complied with
the  Chief Judge's order to pay the amount of $134.00, which is  the precise
amount  that  the Department of Labor proposed for the  cited violations.

Accordingly,   the Order of Default issued by the Chief Judge on February  27,
1984,   is  affirmed.

A.   E.   Lawscn, /Commissioner

L.   Glair Nelson,  Commissioner
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